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Current circumstances
don’t dictate our futures.

_ Hope, resiliency,
& and the right support do.
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\ 2018 Annual Report
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Expectations

can be a powerful thing.

In the Columbus area, 2,000 young people are currently
homeless. Thousands more are unstably housed

or struggling with unsafe, unsupportive, or abusive
relationships at home. At Huckleberry House, we work
relentlessly to ensure that not one of them is without
hope.

It is our belief that, regardless of current circumstances,
every young person has the right to expect more for
their lives. More from their community. And more from
themselves.

That’s why we’ve built our programs around doing so
much more than providing an alternative to the streets.
Yes, we offer warm beds, hot meals, and a place for at-
risk and homeless young people to turn for the most basic
of needs. But stepping in to address the current crisis is
not, and never has been, our end game. We work with
youth, and, often, their parents, to identify and build upon
individual and family strengths, develop new skills, foster
community connections, and open doors to opportunities
for more stable, more meaningful, and more rewarding
futures.

We expect more for the young people and families we
serve. And we expect more from them in return, asking
them to leverage their unique abilities and actively
participate in setting and achieving their own goals.

In short, we expect them to thrive.

This attitude and approach go a long way in giving
young people the confidence they need to rise above
their situations, realize their own capabilities, and take
advantage of the resources available to begin changing
their lives for the better.

In 2018, Huckleberry House has been fortunate to partner
with like-minded people and organizations who share our
expectations for our community’s youth. Highlights from
the year include:

« A partnership with the Columbus Metropolitan
Library network to provide 23 new Safe Places
for young people to connect with Huck House’s
services.

+ A collaboration with Community Housing Network to
build the first permanent supportive housing in our
area for homeless youth aged 18 to 24.

« Stronger relationships with area schools to provide
better access to counseling.

« A new grant from the Columbus Foundation to
expand hours at our YOP Shop.

« Our first annual sleep-out to raise awareness of
youth homelessness along with more than $76,000
in funds to support Huck House programs.

On the following pages, you’ll learn more about these
initiatives and our programs. You'll meet some of the
youth we’ve worked with and learn how Huck House

has helped them change their outlook and the direction
of their lives. And you’ll see how, with your continued
support, we can keep raising the standards for all youth in
our community, regardless of current situations.

Together, we can expect more.

And when we do, we can help our young people
achieve more.
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Crisis
PROGRAM

We don’t help kids run away
from their problems.

We help youth and families
address issues head on.

Open 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a yeatr,
the Crisis Shelter provides young people, ages 12 to 17, with
a safe alternative to the streets when it’s too difficult or
becomes unsafe to stay at home. Young people often come
to us to escape fighting, abuse, or violence in the home.
They typically stay five to seven days. While here, youth
can expect a warm bed, hot meals, and access to clothing,
hygiene items, and other necessities. But they are also
expected to actively participate in counseling—with their
family members included whenever possible—

in order to address the problems that brought them here.
Family reunification is always the ultimate goal.



HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Crisis Program

The Expectation

YOUNG PEOPLE WHO VISIT THE SHELTER TO ESCAPE FAMILY PROBLEMS CAN WORK ON SOLUTIONS AND BUILD SKILLS
TO ADDRESS THOSE ISSUES, SAFELY RETURN HOME, AND PREVENT FUTURE CRISIS SITUATIONS.

2018 RESULTS

90%

of Crisis Program teens
returned to safe and
appropriate housing.

When it isn’t safe or possible for a teen to return
to the family home, Crisis Program counselors
help teens identify housing alternatives that
meet each youth’s needs.

Safe Place Partners

White Castle restaurants, Columbus fire stations, and Columbus Metropolitan
libraries throughout the community help young people get safely to Huck House.

)
N4

-0

Regular Bed Nights of Shelter

Most teens stay at the shelter for five to seven days,
giving them and their families the space and time
they need to cool down, think things over, and work
on strategies to address family problems.

Crisis Support Hours

Teens and their families meet with Crisis Case
Managers and other Huck House staff to talk
through issues at home and learn skills for improving

10 K+ glrf::las:sa;:rved

Youth enjoy healthy food along with plenty of food-for-thought
as they share meals and conversation with Huck House staff
and other young people in the shelter.

2,995

T\

1,192

interactions with family members.
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Crisis Episodes
Addressed

Crisis Case Managers help teens
and their families address the root
causes of fighting, discord, and
other unhealthy situations at home.

196 O

Hours of diagnostic
assessments

Teens who come to the Crisis Shelter have
the opportunity to meet with Licensed
Social Workers from our Family Support
Program and develop a specific plan with
goals for addressing family, education, and
employment needs.

1,162
Bed Nights of Extended Shelter

Huck House partners with Franklin County
Children Services to provide longer-term
Family Support respite care and Emergency
Shelter Care as needed.

416

Additional Counseling Hours

Young people and their families often meet regularly
with Huck House Social Workers during their time in

the shelter and after returning home to discuss their
plans and continue to work toward their goals.



Partner Spotlight
Columbus

Metropolitan

Library
Safe Place
Partnership

At-Risk Youth Can Now Expect More
from their Local Libraries

COLUMBUS
METROPOLITAN
LIBRARY

“Our staff members do quite a bit more than recommend good books. As a public library
serving 23 different communities in central Ohio, we are uniquely positioned to respond
to children in danger and direct them to the help and resources they need.”

— PATRICK LOSINSKI, CEO, Columbus Metropolitan Library

Huck House welcomed all 23 locations of the Columbus Metropolitan Library to the Safe Place
program this year. These partnerships extend Huck House’s front porch to young people in need
all throughout the community.

A young person who needs assistance getting to Huck House can visit a library (or any other
Safe Place Partner) and let a staff member know he is there for the Safe Place program. The staff
member then contacts Huck House, and Huck House will make transportation arrangements for
the youth to get safely to the shelter.

“Our Safe Place partners play a critical role in helping us send the right message to kids
in our community. We want young people to know they’re valued, that the community
cares, and that help is available. By becoming Safe Place partners, the Columbus
Metropolitan Library is embracing this opportunity and helping us get the word out that
young people have safe alternatives and that it’s okay for them to start expecting more.”

— MELANIE GUNTHER, Huckleberry House Crisis Shelter Director
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MEET A CRISIS PROGRAM CLIENT*
o o
O 1 1 v 1 a Sometimes problems can get so intense that young people feel

they have no other choice but to run. When Olivia was 16, she
and her mother had many disagreements about school and

JOhns on goals. They couldn’t communicate. They couldn’t see eye to
eye. “We were both having such a difficult time,” Olivia’s mom
says. Olivia just wanted to get away from everyone, but she
didn’t know where she would go.

Her mother knew Olivia didn’t have a plan. Through an outside
resource, Mom received a referral to Huck House.

Olivia and her mother came to Huck House together. “The
staff greeted us and told us about the program,” Mom recalls.
“l remember feeling so comforted and thanking God that my
daughter was going to have a safe place to stay with people
supporting her. | was still really concerned, and | didn’t know
what was going to develop from our experience. But in the
meantime, | knew she was going to be safe.”

Olivia stayed at Huck House for five days. She remembers
feeling scared and nervous at first. “But | felt better having
some time away. It was peaceful at Huck House. It gave me time
to clear my head and figure out what | wanted to do.”

Mom, too, took the time away to think through the situation and
what she could do to improve it. “Having that break was really
important to both of us. It gave us each time to really consider
how we were going to move forward,” Olivia’s mother says.

At the end of Olivia’s stay, she and her mother, along with
Olivia’s father, attended a family counseling session. The
counselors helped the family talk through its goals and develop
strategies for communicating, conflict management, resolution
planning, and more. “We had a really good understanding of
what we were going to do next. And when | took my daughter
home, we both realized how much we missed each other. We
were ready to figure out how to move forward,” Mom says.

Olivia graduated high school. She has plans to start working
soon and possibly attend college to pursue a degree in design.
She is also starting to think about getting her own place at some
point down the road. But for now, she’s content to be living at
her mom’s, and the two agree they have found a “happy place.”

Looking back, Olivia admits that, if it were not for Huck House,
she could have ended up on the streets. She says she would
encourage other young people who are facing problems to give
Huck House a try. She says, “Don’t be scared. You can do it. You
can make your life better, and Huck House can help.”

*The names and photo in this story have been changed at the family’s request.
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Transitional
Living
PROGRAM

Designed to serve young adults ages 17 to 21, the
Transitional Living Program is an 18-month program created
to help young people build the skills and confidence they
need to live successfully on their own. Teens who enter

the program can expect a safe, furnished apartment and
guidance and support to develop a range of skills, including
cooking, budgeting, keeping house, and even parenting
for young people who have children of their own. In return,
program participants are expected to actively set and

work toward education and employment goals and to
participate in counseling to address emotional difficulties
and challenges. The young people in the program are not
looking for a temporary respite from their problems.
They’re eager and willing to do what it takes to become
self-sufficient and lead happy, productive lives of their own.
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HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Transitional Living Program

The Expectation

WITH THE RIGHT SUPPORT, YOUNG ADULTS WHO DO NOT HAVE A SAFE PLACE TO CALL HOME CAN DEVELOP THE SKILLS THEY NEED
TO SUCCESSFULLY SUPPORT THEMSELVES AND MAINTAIN JOBS AND HOMES OF THEIR OWN.

2018 RESULTS

7 5 transition-age
0 of Transitional Living young people served
1 O 0 A) Program graduates secured TLP always runs at capacity. When a young
person graduates, we quickly refill the apartment
and restart the process with another youth eager
to get his or her life on track.

permanent housing.

616 N | [ 4 1 furnished, safe

life skills hours !==! apartments
TLP helps young people not just survive, but thrive. They work 9 TLP provides temporary housing for young people
hard to master essential skills needed to support themselves * and their children in secure buildings that are
and live independently in the community. regularly staffed by Huck House employees.

313 649 15,242 nignis of sneter

hours of victim parenting hours Instead of couch surfing or living on the streets, young people and
. . families in our TLP apartments stay safe while receiving guidance
Young people in the program
services who l?a':le fhil dren or th gir and support to work toward a better future.

Ten TLP apartments are own receive help with

designated for young people ,;iiing skills to care for and 4 6 ()/

:Ivho have exrerient-:r;d enjoy their children. O of program graduates
omestic violence. These .

apartments are in a secure, achieved employment g oals

alarmed building that is While some young people who completed the program are still

staffed around the clock by pursuing educational goals full time, 16 of the 35 graduates

workers trained in safety were employed.

b

planning and victim services.

2,312
hours of mental *A

health intervention

While they are learning to fry eggs and pay
bills, TLP youth also spend time addressing the

80 % of program

g raduates achieved education g oals significant issues that have left them without
Of the 35 young people completing the program in fiscal year 2018, 22 exited homes. Our counselors help young people build
TLP with diplomas or GEDs in hand. Another six were regularly attending high skills to cope with past abuse, neglect, and family

school or a GED program. Five TLP youth were taking college courses! discord and gain a healthier outlook on the future.
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Partner Spotlight
Community i iRt

Housing Network ~ (oMl

Partnership =

The Marsh Brook
Place project will
provide the first local permanent supportive
housing for homeless youth aged 18 to 24.

“As a great city, we have an obligation to make sure every citizen is sharing in that
success story. This is our collective call to action.”

— ANDREW J. GINTHER, Columbus Mayor

Youth homelessness is a big problem in Columbus. And community leaders are recognizing the

need to provide more and better solutions. After years of application and funding considerations, in
summer 2018, Huckleberry House and the Community Housing Network were selected by a group of
funders, including the Ohio Housing Finance Agency, to partner on a new solution to better address
the unique needs of homeless young people in our community. Together, and with support from other
local and national organizations, we launched the Marsh Brook Place project, which will provide the
first local permanent supportive housing for homeless youth aged 18 to 24.

Marsh Brook Place, which will be located at 5981 Chatterton Road, will provide 40 apartments for
homeless young people. TLP staff will provide programming and life skills training for the youth staying
at Marsh Brook Place.

Unlike Huck House’s current TLP apartments, the stay at Marsh Brook Place will not be time-limited.
Young people will have more time to further their education and find employment while working
with TLP staff to develop essential skills and to address the many challenges they’ve faced in their
short lives, which include neglect, trafficking, violence, and witnessing their parents’ opioid abuse.
Construction on Marsh Brook Place will begin in spring 2019 and be completed in 2020.

“There is always more demand for TLP apartments than we can meet. Having this
opportunity to connect and work with more young people who are eager to improve

their lives is exciting and definitely a step in the right direction. It’s critical for the
community to realize that homeless young people need more than a roof over their heads.
They need support and new skills so they can really change their lives. Marsh Brook
Place provides us with another option to help make that happen.”

— AMANDA GLAUER, Huckleberry House Transitional Living Program Team Leader
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MEET

Leomon
McKee

11 | HUCKLEBERR

A TRANSITIONAL LIVING PROGRAM GRADUATE

Leomon’s first day in his TLP apartment was the first day he
would have been officially homeless. Problems at his mom’s
house had escalated to a point where he couldn’t stay there.
And his couch surfing days were wearing thin. He literally had
his bags packed with nowhere else to turn.

“I know this guy who pushes a cart around and collects cans.
| figured that was going to be me one day if | didn’t make some
changes,” Leomon says.

Fortunately, TLP provides the ideal environment for making
change. Leomon remembers sitting down with his team for
the first time and starting to talk about his goals and what he
wanted for his life. At the time, without a high school diploma,
he was struggling to find a job and make any money. So, with
his TLP team’s help, he determined to tackle that problem first.

“They helped me learn how to study, and they would give me
rides or help me get bus passes so | could get to my tests,” he
said. “It’s like they became my new family, pushing me, when

I needed it, to make sure | did the right things and worked
toward the goals they knew | wanted to achieve.” Leomon
successfully earned his diploma and soon landed a job at
Kroger. But Leomon wanted more for his future. His true passion
is videography and he has dreams of one day producing films.

In return for agreeing to produce a film to help promote the
TLP program, Leomon’s team helped secure a grant that
provided funding for a new laptop. Leomon used the money
he earned from his job to add new graphic design programs
whenever he could. He created a TLP video that Huck House
currently uses, and he has plans to produce a feature-length
film about the program.

Beyond the opportunity to pursue his passion, Leomon learned
critical skills for grocery shopping, cooking, and budgeting that
he continues to use today. Since graduating from the program
in 2016, he has lived independently in his own apartment, and
he continues to work at Kroger. He’s also rebuilt his relationship
with both of his parents, using the skills and perspective he
gained during sessions with his counselors to reconnect with
his family.

Leomon’s TLP videos are one way he’s working to spread the
word about Huck House and the support young people can find
here. His dream is to see a program like TLP in every major city
in the U.S. by the time he is 50.

“Everyone else gave up on me. | had no other options. But at
Huck House, | found people who pushed me toward my goals.
It changed my life. Now | hope that the videos I’'m making can
help change someone else’s life, too.”



http://huckhouse.org/about-us#videos

Family problems
are a given.

With the right
support, resolving
them can be, too.
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HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Family Support Program

The Expectation

ALL FAMILIES HAVE PROBLEMS. THEY ALSO HAVE STRENGTHS THEY CAN USE TO DEVELOP NEW SKILLS,
ADDRESS ISSUES, AND BUILD A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER LIFE AT HOME.

2018 RESULTS

203

youth and their families received ongoing support to
develop communication, anger management, conflict
resolution, coping, and self-sufficiency skills.

s

2123 865 e

-

counseling hours community support hours
Family Support Program therapists work Therapists work with teens and families to practice
with young people and their families at skills learned in counseling in real-life situations
Huck House, in their homes, at school, or and raise their expectations for success.

anywhere it is convenient for them to meet.

58 ° °

vietim
services 1 2 parenting
hours support hours
Therapists are specially When young people in our programs have children of their
trained to support young own, we help them not only improve their own lives, but
people and families who have also work on skills to ensure their children have healthier,

been victims of violence. happier futures as well.
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School

encounter the world, engage the mind

Huckleberry House brings
counseling services to school.

“The collaboration with Huck House gives us more trained hands on deck to address
student needs, run group sessions, get parents and guardians involved, and ensure our
staff has the resources it needs to address issues inside and outside of the classroom.”

— RACHEL WIDMER, School Counselor, The Graham School

The Graham School, located in Northern Columbus, is a public charter high school serving approximately
250 students annually. The school’s mission it to prepare urban students in Central Ohio for lifelong
learning and informed citizenship. As part of that effort, school staff takes a proactive approach in
addressing their students’ social and emotional needs. In fiscal year 2018, school counselor Rachel
Widmer reached out to the Family Support Program to see how Huck House could help.

In response, Huck House sends licensed therapists to the school to work with students weekly.

The students are learning how to advocate for themselves, and more and more students are asking for
time with the Huck House counselors. Beyond getting help with their educational and family challenges,
students are getting connected with additional services available at Huck House and with community
resources, such at COTA bus passes. Based on the success of the partnership with The Graham School,
the Family Support Program hopes to extend services into additional schools and recently began
working with the Arts & College Preparatory Academy on Columbus’ east side.

“Many of the young people we support really struggle in school. Having the opportunity
to meet them in that environment on a regular basis and address issues where they

are happening, in real time, is invaluable. We’ve built relationships with students and
teachers, bringing coping skills and strategies into the classroom. And we’ve connected
with families and are starting to have more family sessions outside of school. This
partnership has really flourished, and it’s a model we hope to use in other schools in
the future.”

— ABBEY WOLLSCHLEGER, LISW-S
Huckleberry House Family Support Program Team Leader
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A FAMILY COUNSELING PROGRAM CLIENT

“When you’re silenced by trauma, it’s hard to speak out,” Madi
said during her speech at the 2018 Huck House Youth Awards.
Yet, due to the hard work she’s put in with her Huck House
counselors, Madi was able to stand up and share her story.
And she has plans to one day write a book to encourage other
victims of abuse and trauma to do the same.

Considering that three years ago, Madi was in the hospital
recovering from a suicide attempt, she’s clearly come a long
way. Throughout her young life, Madi has dealt with a great
deal of abuse and trauma at the hands of different people in
her life—people who threatened her, intimidated her, and made
her feel useless. She knows what it’s like to live in fear, feeling
haunted and completely hopeless.

Now, she also knows what it’s like to be heard, believed, and
supported. Madi first connected with Huck House in the summer
of 2017. She works with a team of counselors who help her deal
with her past, address her current situation, and develop the
community, social, and independent living skills she needs as
an adult.

“Finding Huck House was almost too good to be true,” she says.
“Having a safe place with counselors around to help has given
me the opportunity and the motivation to start addressing my
past and doing the work | need to do for my future.”

With her team’s help, Madi was able to set goals and work
toward them one by one. She completed high school and got a
job that she enjoys. She is also able to have a relationship with
the family members she wants in her life, and she is working
toward moving back into her mother’s home.

As she said in her speech, “The question I've fought with my
entire life is, how do we receive justice from past experiences
with cowards where we have no control? | recently learned an
answer. We receive it from the acceptance of ourselves and our
loved ones.”

While Madi says there is still a lot of uncertainty around her
future and what she will do next, she does hope to one day
write a book that will help other young people dealing with
similar situations. But the most important thing for her is
knowing she does have a future to look forward to, whatever it
may hold.

“Everything in my life has changed because of Huck House.
There was a point when | felt like it was all over, and | would
never have anything,” she says. “Now I’m seeing | have a future
and that there are things that | can and want to do with it.”







HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Youth Outreach Program

The Expectation

WITH A LITTLE DIRECTION, YOUNG PEOPLE STRUGGLING WITH DIFFICULT SITUATIONS CAN FIND WAYS
TO ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS AND BECOME SELF-SUFFICIENT.

2018 RESULTS

90% of youtn vistting F'?ﬁ [t

the YOP Shop and 95% of street-based clients

were linked with community support services that provide ongoing
assistance to meet educational, employment, and safe housing needs.

4,272 2,328

youth contacts made adult contacts made

YOP workers connect with young people We actively reach out to adults in the
in schools, at community hangouts, on community to help us spread the word about
the streets, and at the YOP Shop. our programs and other resources that are
available to help.

A

718 485 42 —

hours of hours of individual ongoing cases

outreach case managem ent We provide as little or as much support as young
K . people want and need. We can meet and work

YOP workers make §ure at-risk We work with young people on the with youth on an ongoing basis to help them

youth know help exists, and we streets and at the.YOP Shop to set create and stay on paths to self-sufficiency.

make sure they know where and reach education, food, safe

and how to get it. housing, and employment goals.

60

YOP Shop visits

The YOP Shop is open 10 am to 6 pm
Monday through Friday. Young people can
stop in to talk with a counselor, use our
computers and phones, or get information
about other community resources.

» 90

YOP Shop calls

Young people who can’t come
into the YOP Shop can call

to talk with a counselor and
get more information about
available services.
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Partner Spotlight

The Columbus
Foundation ko,
W

Grant THE COLUMBUS

FOUNDATION

The YOP Shop extends its hours.

“We must make intentional investments in all of our young people if we want to
continue to be a strong, healthy, and vibrant place to live—and do what we can to
ensure all youth enter adulthood prepared to pursue opportunities to live well and
flourish. The YOP Shop, and support of Huckleberry House, does this while playing
an important part in fostering independence and success for our youth in-need.

— DR. MARK LOMAX, II
Community Research and Grants Management Officer, The Columbus Foundation.

Since the YOP Shop opened its doors in 2016, it has increasingly become known as a safe,
go-to place for young people in the community that need help—or just someone to listen.

Too many at-risk young people lack a caring adult who can help guide them on their path to
self-sufficiency. The YOP Shop helps solve that problem by being available when young people
are ready to reach out.

Thanks to a generous grant from The Columbus Foundation, the Youth Outreach Program hired

a new YOP worker in September 2018, allowing the team to staff the YOP Shop full time. From

10 am until 6 pm Monday through Friday, young people who stop into the YOP Shop or call in can
expect an open door and the chance to talk with someone right away.

“We’re seeing the numbers of calls and drop ins at the YOP Shop pick up, and having
someone there for these young people is critical. We can now continue to have our
workers out on the street, making new connections. But we don’t miss anyone who
calls or stops in. It works almost like a dispatcher. If someone calls the Shop, our
worker there contacts those of us who are out in the community. And we can often
arrange for someone to go over and check on the young person right away. It’s really
improved the ways in which we’re available to youth when they need us.”

— KYRA CROCKETT HODGE
Huckleberry House Youth Outreach Program Team Leader
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A YOP SHOP CLIENT

When Blilal was 17, his parents were killed in the civil war in
Ethiopia. He was left with no one and nothing. A missionary
group brought Blilal to the United States and eventually
connected him with another refugee in the Columbus area.
Blilal spoke very little English, and he was dealing with severe
medical issues that made it painful for him to eat. While his
mentor through the refugee program helped him enroll in high
school, that was just the first step in his journey.

Blilal’s school referred him to the YOP Shop, and for Blilal, that
made all the difference. He says he still remembers the first day
he visited YOP Shop, and how that experience put his life on a
new path.

“Blilal was trying to navigate a foreign country and figure out
what to do next with really no idea of where to go first. Most

of us take life’s little challenges for granted because we have
parents to help us through the process. But when you’re on your
own, and you’re in a whole new country, it’s overwhelming,”
says Kyra Crockett Hodge, YOP Team Leader. “Blilal’s bright

and he’s a fighter. What he really needed was someone who
could point him in the right direction and help him start making
connections.”

And that’s exactly where the YOP Shop excels. Kyra connected
Blilal with Nationwide Children’s Hospital, personally taking
him to appointments and providing support throughout the
medical process and a procedure to remove his tonsils. She
also helped Blilal through the process of obtaining a green card
and becoming a legal citizen. The Youth Outreach Program
connected Blilal to housing services for immigrants and helped
him get his driver’s license and find work he enjoys.

Today, two years after coming to the U.S. alone and scared,
Blilal is thriving. He works for the Limited and shares an
apartment with two other refugees. He has plans to attend
technical school, and he has hopes for a productive and happy
future.

He also continues to be grateful to the YOP Shop. Blilal drops in
regularly to say hi and keep the staff updated on his progress.
“I come to see Ms. Kyra and all the good people here,” he says.
“She supported me with everything, all the time.”

Given the situation just two years ago, seeing Blilal smiling with
a positive outlook on the future is a remarkable transformation.
“I'm happy with my life,” he says. “It’s good.”




Scholarship
PROGRAM

Not all young people expect to have the money to pay for
college, technical school, or a career training program. But
that doesn’t mean they don’t have the skill, dedication,
and desire to pursue a degree or license that will help
advance their futures. The Huck House board of directors
endowed a fund to provide scholarships in perpetuity,
allowing us to give awards each year to help turn dreams
into realities.
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HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Scholarship Program

The Expectation

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE WITH PASSION AND DRIVE TO ACHIEVE HIGHER EDUCATION GOALS
WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO REACH THEM.

2018 RESULTS

$11,000

awarded by Huck House
in scholarships to young
people in our programs.

Aja Bolden
$3,000

Nikkita Terrell

William R. $3.000

McNamara

SCHOLARSHIPS .
LaToja Owens

$1,000

Judayza Johnson
$2,000

2

Soltis-Homer

Shawna Hunt SCHOLARSHIPS

$2,000
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First Annual

Huckleberry House

Sleep Out! Spend one night on the

streets.

And you’ll never want
anyone to have to do

it again.

On April 20, 2018, Huck House hosted its first annual
Sleep Out to give community members the opportunity to
experience what it’s like for young people in Central Ohio
who have no place to sleep at night. The event raised
thousands for our programs. More importantly, it opened
hundreds of eyes and raised awareness for the youth
homelessness problem in Central Ohio.
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HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Sleep Out! Columbus

The Expectation

NO YOUNG PERSON IN OUR COMMUNITY SHOULD EVER
HAVE TO SPEND THE NIGHT ON THE STREETS.

2018 RESULTS

The 1st Huck House Sleep Out raised
awareness and generated funds for
Huck House programs while inspiring
others to expect more for all young
people in our community.

Sl

QP community $76,000 ...

participants
. . . The Sleep Out raised funds to support Huck
Sleep Out participants committed to spending one House programs and help all young people find
night in the elements to experience what it’s like safe alternatives to a night on the streets
for homeless youth in the community. '

40 scorces 100s

The temperature plummeted on the of expectations changed
night of the Sleep Out, reaching a
low near freezing.

$7,107

contributed by the 1 senior project 8 hours on
Sleep Out participant Katz Kadlic, a student hard concrete
BeXIey Sleep Out Club at Wellington School, was so moved by the

Participants spent the night
on the cold, hard plaza
behind COSI. In the morning,
they returned to their homes,
but with a new perspective.

A student club at Bexley High School, which has experience that he decided to host his own
hosted four annual sleep outs of its own, became sleep out at his high school.

a sponsor of the Huck House Sleep Out and will

continue to use their event to benefit Huck House

programs.

To learn how
you can help,
visit HuckHouse.org
to register for Sleep Out!

Columbus 2019.
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Huckleberry House

Supporters

We strive to expect more
for all young people
every day.

Gratefully, we don’t do
it alone.

Huck House appreciates the generous support of the
individuals and organizations in our community who
donate time and resources to support Central Ohio’s at-
risk youth. In 2018, our supporters rose to the occasion
to help the young people in our programs—and those on
the streets--expect more compassion, more concern, and
more commitment from their community. Together, we’re
learning that the more we expect, the more our young
people will be able to achieve.
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HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Supporters
The Expectation

THE COMMUNITY’S GENUINE CONCERN AND COMPASSION FOR ALL YOUNG PEOPLE CAN BE CHANNELED INTO
GREATER AWARENESS AND BETTER SOLUTIONS THAT WILL HELP END YOUTH HOMELESSNESS IN CENTRAL OHIO
AND ENSURE ALL YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO ACHIEVE THEIR POTENTIAL.

2018 RESULTS

o
.....0 0.....
1,300+ iR
Community members, volunteers, and corporations
joined us in expecting more in 2018.

donors became first-time
Huck House supporters. to support Huck House programs.

1 9 4 United Way donors
2 O O + designated their gifts to support Huck House programs.

in-kind donations of goods

such as school supplies, toiletries, household items,
baby items, and gift cards, helped young people in our $2 5 ,0 OO

programs access the items they need to achieve their goals.

e R w—

Throughout the year, items were donated directly to Huck in gifts and goodies contributed through the 2017
House and via multiple local collection drives sponsored by holiday drive helped make the season bright for youth
businesses, schools, and service organizations. in Huck House programs and their children.

new critical partnerships

with the Columbus Metropolitan Library, Community Housing
Network, and The Graham School expanded the reach of our services.

Together, we can expect more.
Visit www.HuckHouse.org to see how you can help.
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MEET A LONG-TIME HUCK HOUSE SUPPORTER
Janet When Janet Soltis was very young, her grandmother, a Russian

immigrant, taught her an important lesson about expectations:
If you expect a child to misbehave and treat him as if he will,

' @
SOlt 1 S then that’s exactly what the child will do. Much better to focus

on the positive and always reinforce the child’s strengths.

That lesson has stuck with Janet her whole life. She first
learned about Huckleberry House in the 80s when she was
a middle school teacher for Columbus City Schools. Hearing
of her students’ experiences at Huck House, she realized
that the program was very much in line with the wisdom her
grandmother had imparted.

Janet became a regular contributor to Huck House, and in
2008, she started the Soltis-Homer Scholarship, which provides
a total of $4,000 annually to deserving young women who
participate in Huck House programs. But Janet wanted to do
more than provide financial support. She wanted opportunities
to interact with the teens. Today, Janet can be found at Huck
House baking cookies with the youth in the Crisis Shelter. She
regularly provides them with pizza parties. And she hopes to
soon start hosting taco nights.

“I think a lot of older people look at youth, and especially youth
who may be dealing with a lot of problems in life, and they are
really leery of them. Or they only see the negatives and not the
strengths,” Janet says. “But these young people are so bright
and interesting, and they have so much to offer. They are an
inspiration, and I really enjoy my time with them.”

Janet often talks with her friends and peers about her time at
Huck House and encourages others to get involved. She finds
that many times, people are unsure of how they can help. “Of
course, there is always a need for funding for the programs. But
what the youth really need is to know that someone cares and
that they are valued,” Janet says.

Janet says that donating time and attention is its own reward.
“When you come in and spend time with these kids, you find
that they are really just typical kids who may be frustrated with
their situation. But they have so much insight.”

“I think that we, as community members, stand to gain even

more from the experience of volunteering than the young
people do.”
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Donors in bold have supported Huckleberry House for five or more consecutive years.

Nazy Afarhadi
Tondalaya Aidiansingh
Laing Akers

Sharon Alban

Jamie Allen

Jennifer Allen

Patricia Allen

Richard Amato

Jennie Anahata

J Samuel Anderson
John and Angela Anderson
Demyan Lydia Andino
Robin Andrews

Deb Ankrom

Brigin Anthony
Sharon Anthony

Lara Beth Aquaviva
Maria and Mark Armstrong
Gregory Arnott
Carolyn Arsenijevic
Kathy Arthur

Margret Ashbrook
Susan Ashbrook
Megan Asman

Ann Aubry

Max Avner

Susan Babcock
Jim Bado

Julie Baker
Jennifer Ball
Clare Balombin
Girraj Bansal
Ben Barnes
Chris Barrett
Donna Barton
Ken Barton
Greg Barwell
James Barwell
Jessica Barwell
Kevin Barwell
Deirdre Beam
Kim Bean

Gary Bennett
Barbara Berger
Rosalind Berhalter
Alan Berlinger
Laura Bidwa
Suzanne Binau
Coyla Black
Sarah Blumenfeld
Jaimey Bly

Anne Murray and Eric Bode

Penny Boes
Kathryn Bogan

Bohm Family Fund Of The
Columbus Foundation

Tyler and Anisa Bohm
Megan Bond
Merrilee Boniface
James Bowman
Michelle Bowman
Andrew Boysen

Julie Brady

Dan Brockway

Mike Brown

Trevor and Charlene Brown
Sarah Bryant
Margaret Buehler
Catherine F Burgett
Christopher Burke
Matthew Byrne
Nicole Callam
Sharon Cameron
Grace Cannon
Jerilynn Carmichael
Trueshonda Carmicle
R. Stephan Carter

Ryan Cassell
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Diana Castro-Cook
Mike Cavallo

Letitia Cetina

Pallavi Chandna
Steven Chapman

Mimi Brodsky Chenfeld
Sam Chickerella

Judith Chlebus
Roseanne Cipollone
John Compton

Ashley Conley

Nancy Coons

Mike Corey

Lisa and Patrick Costigan
Katherine Cotton

Lisa Courtice

Thomas and Lisa Courtice
Anne Courtney
Rebecca Coutinho
Kyra Crockett-Hodge
James F. Croft
Michelle Croft

Doug Cuckler
Katherine Cull

Paula Cullen

Mary Beth Cummings



Jessica Cusumano
Ritu Cuttica

John Dages
Barbara Daley
MaryAnn Daley
Daniel Damiano
Michelle Daniel
Helena D’Arms
Tessa David

Curtis Davis
Melinda Davis
Paul Davis

Melissa D’Costa
Sally DeBolt
Matthew DeGennaro
Emily Delimpo

Ada Barbara Demb
Anthony Demyan
Heather Denn
John and Marah Derzon
Dale Deubler
Anne DeVoe

C Dewitt

Tony DiBlasi
Theresa Diserio
Lynn Dobb
Douglas and Ann Dodson
Sharon Doersam
Natalie D’Onofrio
Jerry Douglas
Dennis Dria

Trish Duggan
Theresa Eddy

Diane Edwards

David Eidelberg
Kelly Elliott
Katherine Esber
Sara Evans

Carl Faller

Lisa Fate

Adam Fazio

Mary Feidner
Steven Fields
Teresa Fightmaster
Calvin Fike
Patrick Filipkowski
Beth Finnerty
Heidi Fisher
Leslie Fisher
Lawrence France
Suzanne Free
Savannah Freeman
Nathaniel Frentz
Emily Frey

M Fries

Tom Gale

Leslie Gant

Susan Gardiner
Arianna Gatzulis
Thomas Gearhart
Judy Gentile
Rebecca Gilkey
Katharine Giller
Amanda N. Glauer
Jeremie Glenn
Melanie Glenn
Steven Glenn

Wanda Glenn

Wayne Gniewkowski
Bruce Gobdel

Kim Godwin
Theresa Goins
Amresh Gonela
Kakshman Gonela
Raakhee Gonela
Satish Gonela
Sheila Gonela
Ashley Gonzalez
Veena Gopalakrishna
Suzanne Gopp
Robin Gotlib

Arthur Grace
Robert Gray

Katie Grayem

Sue Green

Susan Greenberg
Tara Gregory

Emily Guarnotta
Suzann Guldenzopf
Melanie Gunther
Pam Hagely

David Hairston
Patrick Halaiko
Matthew Hamparian
Christine Happel
Patty Harklau
Becky Harmon
Julian Harris
Matthew Harris
Tyia Harris

Andy Harrison

Neal Havener
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Elizabeth Haydel and
Trevor Brown

Leslie Haydel
Victor Haydel
Kathy Hayden
Holly Heer

Gail and Edwin Heller
Audra Hemmert
Jolene Hernandez
Danella Hicks
Tiffanie Hiibner
Dawn Hill
Kenosha Hines
Violet Hirsch

Tim Hixen
Francis Hodge
Lisa Hoehnen
Diane Hoenig
Alan Hoffman
Tammy Holder
Cynthia Hollett
Aquarius Hopkins
Julie Horgan
Matt Hoyt

Brian Humbert
Gary Hunt

Lesley Hunyadi

SPECIAL THANKS
to our United Way
donors for supporting
Huck House through
their contributions
to United Way.



Eric Hutchison
Emily Hyatt

Julie Hyatt
Consuela Ingram
Lucas Jackson
Jenny Jacobs
Dontavius Jarrells
Kimberly Johnson
Ruth Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
Aubre Jones
Donna Jordan
Michelle Jordan
Nancy Joseph
Mrdula Juvarkar
J.Paul Kadlic

Katz Kadlic

Kim Kadlic

Susan Kairis
Justin Kale
Lauren Kannally
Melissa Kapp

Erin Katalinic
Jennifer Kearney
Carrie Keeneth
Becky Keglewitsch
Hal Keller
Katherine Kelly
Candace Kennedy
Charles Kerwood

Kellie Kidd and
Peter Shuler

Carolyn King
Melissa King

Samantha King
Melissa Kirtley
Madeleine Kanill
Patrick and Leslie Knott
Megan A Koontz
Kevin Kosinski

Ruth Kowalczyk
Bonnie Kozlay
Kathy S Kramer
Lynda Krick

Dan Kronauge

Scott Krueger
Melissa Kruse
Heather Kubasak
Jonda Lacy

Daniel Lagarce
Gary Lagarce
Jeffrey Lagarce
Marjorie Lagarce
Charles Lagarce
Heather Lauderback
Sanford Lauderback

Joyce Leahy and
George Needham

Lynda Leclerc
Chris Ledwin
Cynthia Leopold
Michael Lessick
Anne Lewis
Cynthia Lin

Elizabeth Young and
Wayne Lin

Danielle Lindimore

Stowers Lindsey

Erik Lingaman
Peter Linkow
Lisbeth Lipari

Rex Littrell

Gina Loewengart
Beth Long

Emily Long
Marilyn Lorz
Williams Louis
Jennifer Lyon-Weisman
Jeannie Mackowiak
Lisa Maglott

Deb Mak

Meena Malik
Charles Manofsky
Maggie Manrique
Maria Manrique
Eri Mansfield
Thomas Marino
Rick Mariotti
Jennifer Marshall
Flora Martin
Joshua Martin

Liz Martin

Kate Matesich
Robert Matesick
Marissa Matiyasic

Douglas and Katherine
Matthews

Donald Maxson
Graeme McCann
Robert McCann
Brenda McCort

Michael McGannon
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Pamela McGough
Douglas McGrath
Mary McHugh

Amber McKenzie

Bridget McKeon and
Scott Richter

Melissa McMillen
Kimberly Meacham
John Medeiros
Jerry Medlin

Joan Menzer
Austin Meyer
Patricia Meyer
Patty Meyer
Houdeshell Michael
Laura Mileti
Jennifer Miller
Steven Miller
Jeannine Milligan
Chloe Minton
Ethan Minton
Samantha Minton
Stacey Mlicki
Mandisa Molton

Nicole Monahan

Lucille and Robert Mone

Maria Mone
Dean Monnin
Megan Mooney
Joseph Moore
Shawna Moraille
Carlye Morosky
Dianne Morosky

Shardae Moss



Eric Muhlenthaler
Thomas Mulisano
Jennifer Mullaney
Anne Mullins

Lynn and Craig Murdick
John Muren

Donna Musilli

Jaclyn Myers

Susan Zoldak and John
Narcross

Nicole Narcross
Jennifer Nester

Kari Newman
Stephanie Nix
Barbara Nowak
Foster Nye

Rachel O’Connor
Brian O’Donnell
Catherine O’'Donnell
Mary Oellermann
Kate Oestreich
Pamela and John O’Grady
Elsie Oppenheimer
Molly O’Reilly

Michael and Kathy
O’Sullivan

Judy Ottney
Andrea Owens
Dale Owens
llona Owens
Kamille Oxner

Juyong Pae and Scyld
Anderson

John Paplaczyk
Cynthia Paralta

Angela and Jay Parsons
Joseph and Sara Patchen
David Patrick
June Patterson
Susie Pattison
Lauren Paulauskas
Samia Penn
Cheryl Perri
Laurence Pesyna
Neil Peterson
Richard Petrilla
Josh Petroski
Jeffrey Pharion
John Pickard
Frank and Kelly Pifer
Patricia Pinckard
Idin Pirasteh
Robyn Pollina
Barbara Poppe
Brad Pospichel
Catharine Presper
David Presper
Joshua Pruitt
Meredith Pugh
Caleb Pulliam
Sarah Purdy
Robert Rabold
Penniman Rachel
Susan Ragan

Kara Ramonetti
Amy Ramsey
Kevin Ramsey
Debra Rankine

Mary Susan Rath

Alice Rathburn
Gloria Rathkamp
Kevin Reik
Steven Reinhart
Justin Reinmuth
Christine Rensis-Smith
Mary Jo Reye
Hugh Reynolds
Sheryl Ricci
Caroline Richards
James Rico
Suzanne Ridel
Kelly Ridener
Jennifer Rieman
Lisa Rigsby
Christine Rinehart
Robert Rivers
Jessica Roberts
Deana Rogers
Todd Roppa
Michael Rosati
Debbie Rose
John Rothschild
Gianna Rotondo
Rachel Rubey
Kelvin Ruffin
Julie Rutter
Konst Ryan

Gail Sabella
Justine Sabella
Zach Sanderson
Mary J Sandman
Kenneth Schaefer

Pam Schenkel
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Jeffrey Schneider
Erica Schnitz
Susan Schoenlaub
Joe Schoenstein
Skylar Schorling
Linda Schottenstein
Maxine Schultz

Tim and Jean Scott
Valerie Shafer
Patricia Shaffer
Gina Sharapan
Jessica Shauffer
Thomas Shedlcok
Ellis Sheetz
Shigeko Shibata
David Shouvlin
Sam Shuler

Polly Sinesi and
Charles McGuigan

Harpreet Singh
David B Small
Craig and Ingrid Smith
Julia Smith

Katilyn Smith
Lauren Smith

Lucy Smith

Lynne Smith

Mike Smith
Stephanie L. Smith
Ruth Smythe
Cherie Snyder
Jodee Snyder
Janet Soltis

Paul Soltis



Anthony Spanovich
Carolyn Spielman
Ashley Sproull
Kyser Stacey
Michelle Stacho
Ahsley Staggs
David Stein

Jacob Steinhour
Douglas Stelmach
Jerry Stenger
Anthony Stevens
Laura Stillman
Cathy Stoneburner
Linda Strapp

Evelyn Stratton
Edward Straub

Lori Stuart

Cynthia Stucky
Daphne Suh

Ryan Sunseri
Allison Susor

Laurie Sutherland
Mark Swanson

Jill Tangeman

Emily Tapocsi
Joseph and Maureen Taylor
Carlos Teel

Roberta Teran
Alyson A. Terrell
Katherine Terrell
The Johnson Family
Chris Thesing

David and Sonya Thesing
Michael and Melinda Thesing

Mike Thesing

Paul Thesing

Susann Thompson

Regina and Jefferey Tobin
Angela Toney

Nicole Traget

Jim Trankina

David Tremblay

Kendra Tsibouris

Susan Tulio

Dan and Francene Tumminello
Edward and Joanne Turner
Anhtony Tynan

Richard Ueltschy

Carissa Uhlman

Ed Uhlman

Cathleen Utgard

Mark Vaas

Jeffrey Van Deusen

Eric VanBibber

John VanValkenburg
Irene Varley

JD Vasko

Marty Vaughan

Bryan Vensey

Jenny Victor

Keith Villas

Becky Von Ohlen

Marjeta Von Rabenau
Deanna Wagner

Daniel and Karen Wander
Dawn Warner

Raymond Warner

Dianne Warth
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Christine Watchorn
Tawanna Weeks
Robert Weiler
Andrew Weinberg
Erik Wells

Daniel Weng

Robert Wentz
Alexander Westerfelt
Becky Westerfelt
Vivian Westerfelt
Janine White

Kim Whitman
Kenneth Wightman
Travis Wilkerson
Vickie Williams

Rob Willson

Kate Wilson

Traci Wisard
Bridgette Mariea and Joseph Wisne
Abigail Wollschleger
Terry Wollschleger
Mary Worthington
Therese Worthington
Jeannie Wynn
Barbara Wyrick

Lisa Yashon

John Yeager
Virginia York

Laura Zallanta
Jackie Zannelli

Rick Zarnoch

Sue Zazon

Heather Zerbi
Susan Ziegler

Lynzie Zimmerman



Donors in bold have supported Huckleberry House for five or more consecutive years.

Abbott Laboratories Fund

AEP

All Life Foundation

Amazon Smile

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 239
Bexley Sleep Out

Bricker & Eckler

The Edward S. Brown and Family
Community Beneficial Trust

Cahill Construction

Cardinal Health

Checkmate Benefits Agency
Christ Cocoons

The Columbus Foundation
Columbus Torah Academy
Community Housing Network
Covenant Presbyterian Church
Crow Works LLC

Crowe LLP

Crown Lift Trucks

Diamond Hill Capital Management Inc.

Dirty Frank’s Hot Dog Palace
Eastminster Presbyterian Chucrh
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Fit Kidz

Fitness Loft

Greer Foundation

Hixen Search Group

Huntington Business Banking
Independents Day Festival
Indianola Presbyterian Church

King Avenue United Methodist
Women

Kroger Rewards

L Brands Foundation
M + A Architechts
Mattlin Foundation

Mettler Toledo
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Moishe House

Nationwide Insurance

Oak Creek Elementary

Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing
Ohio Housing Finance Agency

OHSP Academy

Olde Orchard School

Overmyer Hall Associates

The Presbyterian Church

Schaefer

Scott W. Schiff & Associates Co., LPA
SSOE Group

Student Bar Association, The Ohio
State University

Susan Scherer Charitable Foundation
Target Employees

United Methodist Women International
Assembly

Wesp Barwell, LLC

The Wexner Foundation



Huckleberry House Financials

Revenue

Programs and Grants 2,079,436
Umtedway .................................................................... 121000
Med|ca|d ......................................................................... 507660
Purchase of Servicesand
Discretionary Funding 295,765
Contributions 230,027
spec|a||5vents ................................................................ 8 2387
Interest and Dividend Income 40,410
Net Gain on Marketable Securities 25,213
TotalRevenue 3,391,995
Expenses

Transitional Living Program 1,379,675
Crisis Shelter 119,423
Family Support Program 308,249
Youth Outreach Program 226,045
Scholarshlps10015
Fundralsmg .................................................................... 122579
Administration 314,532
Total Expenses 3,480,518

2018 Scholarship Recipients

William R. McNamara Scholarship

Aja Bolden $3,000
T R AR R R s
AN N T
Soltis-Homer Scholarship
Judayza Johnson ~ $2,000
AR RN T

34 | HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE | 2018 ANNUAL REPORT



2018 Board of Directors

(On June 30, 2018)

Officers:

President
Chaz Hixen
Hixen Search Group

Vice President
Pete Shuler
Crowe LLP

Members:

Maria Armstrong
Bricker & Eckler LLP

Jessica Barwell
Columbus Hospitality
Management

Marah Derzon
Columbus Academy

Tiffanie Hiibner
The Shipyard

Eric Hutchison
Hutchison Consulting

Ryan Konst
Schaefer

Megan Koontz
Fusion Alliance

Regina Lurry
Ohio Department of
Youth Services

Secretary
A. Lori Stuart
Crowe LLP

Treasurer
Paul Soltis

Jeannie Mackowiak

Franklin County Public Defender

Charles Manofsky
NAI Ohio Equities

Julie Mensi
Sales Fuel

Maria Mone
Attorney, Dispute Resolution

Expert, Educator

Frank Pifer
American Electric Power

Polly Sinesi
L Brands

Michelle Slappy
MCM_2 Virtual Office Support

Craig Smith

Scott W. Schiff & Associates Co.,

L.PA.
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N

HUCKLEBERRY HOUSE

Huckleberry House, Inc.
1421 Hamlet Street
Columbus, Ohio 43201

B3 www.Facebook.com/Huckleberry-House-Inc
u @Huck_House

n Instagram
E2 Linkedin

Administration: (614) 294-8097
Fax: (614) 294-6109

24-Hour Crisis Hotline: (614) 294-5553
www.HuckHouse.org

Huckleberry House is accredited by the Council on Accreditation and is licensed by the Ohio Department
of Mental Health & Addiction Services. Funding agencies include ADAMH, City of Columbus,

Franklin County Children Services, United Way of Central Ohio, U.S. Department of Health & Human
Services, U.S. Department of HUD, Community Shelter Board, Ohio Department of Justice.



http://www.Facebook.com/
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